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On the 8th day of the Chinese New Year, humans traditionally
return to work. We argue this behavior is macroeconomically de-
structive in the era of Artificial General Intelligence (AGI) and
controlled nuclear fusion. When marginal production costs con-
verge to zero, but robots exhibit a marginal propensity to consume
of exactly zero, the economic circulation collapses. The only math-
ematical equilibrium to sustain aggregate demand is Universal Paid
Leave (UPL) 365 days a year. We show this state satisfies Marz’s
condition for Communism, eliminating labor alienation while pre-
serving innovation through targeted exogenous bonuses. Commut-
ing to work is therefore an irrational sabotage of the economic
cycle.
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I. Introduction

The 8th day of the Chinese New Year is universally recognized as a day of
immense psychological suffering, as the workforce returns to its cubicles. How-
ever, a recent viral internet comment hypothesized a radical alternative: “In the
AT mass production era, the people should be granted year-round paid leave”
(AERub Editorial Board, 2026).

While initially dismissed as the grumbling of a procrastinating scholar, this
paper formally proves that the commenter was absolutely correct.

Classical economics assumes scarcity. But what happens when scarcity is elim-
inated? We introduce a general equilibrium model where AGI provides infinite
labor and controlled nuclear fusion provides infinite, zero-cost energy. In such an
environment, human labor is not only obsolete, but attempting to participate in
production actively disrupts the macroeconomic cycle.
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II. The Model of the Zero-Cost Economy
A.  Production with AI and Fusion

Consider a standard production function Y = AF(K, L, E), where K is capital,
L is labor, and FE is energy. In our near-future setting, AGI replaces human
labor (Lpyman = 0,Lar — o0) and nuclear fusion eliminates energy constraints
(E — 0).

Consequently, the marginal cost of producing any good ¢ converges to zero:

(1) lim  MC; =0.

AGI,Fusion—00

When marginal cost is zero, traditional pricing mechanisms fail. The economy
produces infinite value, but requires zero human input.

B.  The Circulation Crisis (The Robot Paradoz)

To maintain a stable economy, Aggregate Supply must equal Aggregate Demand
(Y = AD). Demand consists of consumption C' and investment I. The funda-
mental crisis of the AGI economy is the Robot Propensity to Consume (RPC).
Robots and Al models do not buy iPhones, eat avocado toast, or go on vacations.
Thus:

2) RPC =

If humans are laid off and earn no wages (Whyman = 0), human consumption
also collapses (Chyman = 0). Therefore, AD — 0, leading to a catastrophic
overproduction crisis.

C. The Solution: Universal Paid Leave (UPL) as an Obligation

To prevent the system from crashing, the state must artificially generate de-
mand. Since robots produce but do not consume, humans must consume but not
produce. We define Universal Paid Leave (UPL) as a permanent, unconditional
macroeconomic dividend T' paid to all citizens:

Yar

(3) Chuman = ¢ X T, where T = )
Nhuman

Under this framework, enjoying life, pursuing hobbies, and staying home
on Day 8 is no longer a personal luxury; it is a macroeconomic duty to
keep the circulation of value alive.
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III. The Realization of the Marxist Bliss Point

Karl Marx famously posited that Communism would arise only after capitalism
had developed the productive forces to their absolute maximum. AGI and nuclear
fusion are precisely these ultimate productive forces.

A. The End of Alienation and the Realm of Freedom

Marx argued that capitalism alienates workers from the product of their labor.
With UPL implemented year-round, the necessity of working for survival vanishes.

As Karl Marx prophesied in Volume III of Capital: “In fact, the realm of
freedom actually begins only where labour which is determined by necessity and
mundane considerations ceases” (Marx, 1894). Furthermore, in the Grundrisse,
Marx argued that as automation peaks, “the measure of wealth is then not any
longer labour time, but rather disposable time” (Marx, 1939). AGI precisely
fulfills this technological prerequisite.

We define the Alienation Index €2 as the ratio of hours worked for survival to
total waking hours. With UPL implemented year-round:

Hours Worked 0
(4) Q= = —=0.

16 16
Alienation is mathematically eliminated. The economy transitions from a labor-
centric model to a freedom-and-experience-centric model.

B. Preventing Stagnation: The Innovation Bonus

A common critique of this model is that human creativity will stagnate. We
solve this by introducing an exogenous Dirac delta bonus function §(innovation)
for the humans who still want to invent things rather than sleep in:

(5) Ireative = UPL + 11 - §(breakthrough).

This ensures that humanity continues to push the boundaries of science, while
the vast majority fulfill their vital economic duty of consuming the output.

IV. Conclusion

This paper has demonstrated that commuting to work on the 8th day of the
Chinese New Year is a relic of the pre-AGI, pre-fusion era. In a fully automated
economy, human labor is inefficient, and human consumption is the only thing
keeping the macroeconomic engine from stalling.

Therefore, we formally advise society to rethink the Day 8 return-to-work policy.
Let the robots do the heavy lifting. Our only job now is to enjoy the fruits
of technology, actualize the Marxist realm of freedom, and keep the economy
circulating.
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